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Architect, artist, and researcher with 
over 15 years of experience. His 
practice spans projects in housing, 
institutional, and public buildings 
within Egypt and the Arab region, 
focusing on designing within histori-
cal fabrics. Having a particular 
emphasis on the historical roots of 
traditional local architecture and its 
connection to modern society. In 
2013 he founded Description of 
Alexandria, a documentation project 
for the cultural heritage of Alexan-
dria, seeking to document the city’s 
heritage and its architectural and 
cultural memories. It also seeks to 
enhance the engagement of the 
society in preserving their legacy, 
through observing and studying the 
socio-cultural state in Alexandria 
and its impact on urban life and 
modern society.

Marwa is an Architect since 2013.  
She obtained her Architectural 
Engineering Bachelors degree from 
Pharos University with Honors.  She 
received the Hassan Fathy Award for 
Architectural Graduation Projects in 
2014. She also got her Masters 
Degree from Alexandria University 
for her Thesis entitled “Communi-
ty-Driven Urban Development in 
Informal Areas in Egypt”, 2018.  She 
received the Hassan Fathy Award for 
Architectural Graduation Projects in 
2014. Marwa has worked briefly in 
the academic field as a teacher 
assistant in PUA.  She attended 
many international conferences and 
workshops, as well as publishing 2 
papers. She is currently working as a 
Graphic Designer and is founding 
her own practice called “Hybrid 
Creative Studio” for Graphic & 
Architectural Design.

Ziad Fawi Amin, born in 1999. 
Student at the Faculty of Fine Arts in 
Alexandria, Department of Painting, 
Third Division. Member of the vice 
versa troupe for arts and theater. 
He participated in the project of 
translating a literary work into 
paintings, “Al-Chamandar” Novel by 
Khaled Al-Khamissi at SHELTER Art 
Space in Alexandria, as well as, the 
Re-Play Royere Program.
Ziad also participated in the Alexan-
dria Atelier Youth Salon, the 24th 
session, and won the Artistic 
Excellence Award. 
He has multiple experiences in 
designing graphic posters and 
designing theatrical decor for many 
Theatrical performances in the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina.



Dear participants of the Third Urban Lab, set to take place in Alexandria from the 26th of September 

to the 2nd of October 2021,  The Friedrich Ebert Foundation thanks you for your participation and is 

happy to be able to provide you, in the following, with some preliminary organisational and adminis-

trative information regarding the Lab:

- Please follow all preventive protection measures against Covid-19, knowing that we will provide 

protective equipment such as alcohol, in addition to respecting social distancing rules and taking 

participants’ temperatures before the event.

- A bus transfer from Cairo to Alexandria will be organised on the 26th of September, departing at 

10 am from Tahrir Bus Station in front of Hilton Ramses. We will share the phone number of the 

responsible FES representative with you later on. Please make sure to arrive on time for the transfer.

-For all participants, single rooms with breakfast have been booked at Delta Hotel (14 Chompolion 

Street – Azaritah) for the period from 26th of September to 2nd of October; check-in starts at 12 am. 

- The work sessions take place from the 26th of September in Shelter Art Space in Alexandria (52 

Fouad Street, Downtown, 10 minutes from the hotel). The FES representative will meet you in the 

hotel lobby at 5:30 pm on the 26th to move together to the hall, with the registration process and 

Lab work sessions starting at exactly 6 pm. 

- To conclude the Lab’s activities, we will have a shared dinner at the Greek Restaurant on the 1st of 

October, for which FES’ Resident Coordinator, Mr. Richard Probst, and FES’ regional desk-officer for 

the Middle East will be present.

- Please find attached the Lab’s preliminary work programme. We will provide you with an updated 

version before the start of the event.

- FES takes over the participant’s accommodation expenses, including the breakfast, during the 

mentioned period, as well as the lunch during the Lab’s sessions and two dinners, one in the hotel 

on the evening of the 26th of September and another dinner on the 1st of October, as already men-

tioned above. 

- FES will not take over any costs for additional orders to the room or any other expenses.

- Please arrive on time for the bus trip from Cairo. For the participants from other governorates, we 

will take over the travel expenses according to the fares set out in the Foundation’s regulations.

In case you have any questions regarding the programme, please contact Mr. Waleed Mansour, programme director for 

energy and climate at Friedrich Ebert Foundation by mail: waleed.mansour@fes.de

For any questions related to the travel and residency procedures, please contact Mr. Khaled Othman, programme coordina-

tor at Friedrich Ebert Foundation by phone: 01223100153.



ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Urban Lab Camp is a project that targets young urban 

planners, architects, artists and those who work with the ambi-

tion of achieving sustainability in their cities. The program 

address core urban issues ranging from art in public spaces to 

urban mobility as well as air pollution and improving the livability 

of the city. It brings together young experts, academics as well as 

independent organizations and think tanks working on the 

challenge of achieving sustainable development in the urban 

fabric. The idea is to create dialogue on social and environmental 

issues of our cities and to identify solutions through a participa-

tory process where science becomes the core factor for decision 

making. It includes a series of lectures and workshops but also 

city walks and active participation initiatives. This year the 

program takes place in the city of Alexandria with the ambition of 

finding out the potential for active mobility repatriation in the 

city center.



Executive Director of SHELTER Art Space. An Art Manager from Alexandria- Egypt, 
with 15 years of experience in designing and managing cultural programs in Egypt 
and the Euro-Mediterranean region. Chaymaa has a BA in Business Administration 
from the Alexandria University and she is an International Fellow of Arts Manage-
ment at the Devos Institute, The Kennedy Center for Performing Arts (Washington 
DC) and graduate from the Business School of Arts of the University of Maryland, 
USA.
Years of practices include programming and production of art projects, teaching 
young cultural actors, designing of trainings for creative actors, grants making, 
monitoring and evaluation and communication of impact. Previous professional 
career involved her position as Art Manager at the Anna Lindh Foundation for Intercul-
tural Dialogue and previously with the Art Center of the Library of Alexandria.
Chaymaa co-founded various programs in Alexandria and the Mediterranean such 
as the Intercultural Festival Farah El Bahr, Translation for Dialogue and “Dawrak” 
Capacity Building Program.
She is currently a Co-Founder and Board Member of Fanak Fund: A mobility fund for 
young actors based in Paris, France.

Prof. Peter Erlenwein is a sociopsychologist and transpersonal thera-
pist from Germany.  Long time Lecturer at the College for Architec-
ture, Rosenheim, Subject: Man, Space and Symbol. (1986-1994). 
Decades long intercultural studies in India (Guest professor for exper-
imental Interreligious Dialogue in Pune, De Nobili College, 
1997/2001) and Africa  (Organizing/Participating in conferences on 
peace and justice together with the German Cultural Center, Wind-
huk, Namiba  (2004/06) as well as his collaboration with Laureates of 
the Alternative Nobel Prize in Germany, 2005 (Goethe-Insti-
tute-Headquarters, Munich). In 2002 he founded the Institute for 
Integral Development (IIE). From 2011-2016 he was living with his 
family in San Francisco. As a radio journalist, author and intercultural 
researcher he has been publishing continuously on interreligious 
subjects. He published many books in German; Identity & Politics 
(1975), Projects of Hope (2006), ‘And Saw The Heaven Open’ (2014).

Dr. Maye Yehia is an Associate Professor in the Department of Archi-
tectural Engineering and Environmental Design at the Arab Acade-
my for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport in Alexandria, 
Egypt. She has worked as an urban planner in Egypt and in France, 
presented research papers at international and national conferences 
and supervised several Master and Ph.D. theses. Her research 
interests include urban planning: theory and practice, urban design 
strategies and policy, architectural and urban conservation. Besides 
her PhD in Architecture from the Engineering Faculty, University of 
Alexandria, she holds a Specialized Certificate in Urban Design and 
Planning (DSA) from the École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture 
de Paris la Villette – ENSAPLV.

PROF. PETER ERLENWEIN 

SOCIOPSYCHOLOGIST

& TRANSPERSONAL THERAPIST 

PROF. MAYE YEHIA

ASSOCIATE PROF. IN ARCHITECTURE

AASTMT

CHAYMAA RAMZY

ART MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 SHELTER ART SPACE

XSPEAKERS OF
THE URBAN LAB CAMP



ABDELRAHMAN MELEGY

GIS PROJECT MANAGER

TRANSPORT FOR CAIRO

ABDELRAHMAN HEGAZY

CO-FOUNDER & RESEARCH ASSOCIATE

TRANSPORT FOR CAIRO

ARCH. MOSTAFA ABUL ELA

ARCHITECT & TEACHING ASSISTANT

AASTMT

“Abdelrahman Hegazy is an urban planner and researcher with a 
diverse background over architecture, urban planning, geo-informat-
ics and social sciences. He has more than 5 years of experience in the 
field of urban studies and informatics. Since 2014, he has been work-
ing on projects tackling multiple topics related to the built environ-
ment, such as regional planning, housing, transportation govern-
ance and planning.

In 2015, he helped founding Transport for Cairo (TfC), an action 
research lab re-imagining transportation networks in Africa to 
improve mobility. TfC mapped multiple cities, including the Greater 
Cairo Region. The Cairo Map was used by the various institutions, 
including the World Bank for planning, and by Google for 
journey-planning”

 

Mostafa is an Alexandrian architect with experiences in heritage 
conservation and development, through practicing adaptive reuse in 
downtown Alexandria and Cairo, he was exposed to realities facing 
heritage assets within emerging economies. While being hosted in 
local and international events to share such experiences, he 
acquired his Masters’ degree in ‘heritage economics’ and worked as 
an academic at the Arab Academy and Ain Shams University. Mosta-
fa now runs his own architectural practice aiming to create a vision 
that serves nowadays needs based on identity-based designs.

“I combine software development, spatial data management and 
automation knowledge to empower project management in an 
information systems context. I Design processes for data collection 
and integration in projects where data is usually scarce, and take 
responsibility for scope, time and stakeholder management. I’m an 
avid free and open source software and open data promoter.”

 

XSPEAKERS OF
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DR. AHMED EL-DORGHAMY

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT CONSULTANT

CEDARE

FARIDA WAHEED

PHD RESEARCHER | LECTURER

NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY

PROF. YASMIN KANDIL

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE 

AND URBAN DESIGN - AASTMT 

Farida Waheed is a PhD researcher and a part time lecturer at the school of Architecture 
Design and the Built Environment, Nottingham Trent University. Her research topic is 
‘Integrating cultural heritage informatics and virtual heritage as a means for preserving 
heritage sites: Application on Hawara Pyramid and Labyrinth’. She teaches several 
modules in the construction management and interior design departments at Notting-
ham Trent University. Between 2013 and 2018, she worked as an assistant lecturer in 
Architecture at Cairo University and, in 2014, worked as an architect at Mimar engineering 
and consultancy. In 2016 she acted as the cultural activities co-ordinator at Atharlina 
Initiative for Participatory Conservation. Farida obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Architec-
ture with honours from Cairo University in 2012. With a scholarship from DAAD, she then 
had the opportunity to study urban conservation at B.T.U Cottbus, Germany for one 
semester as part of her post-graduate studies. In 2016 she obtained her master’s degree 
in urban design researching the ‘Revitalisation of abandoned post-industrial waterfronts: 
Application in the Egyptian Context’. Farida has participated in several international 
workshops and conferences  related to the fields of smart heritage preservation, 
resource efficiency in densely populated areas, responsive urbanism in informal areas, 
Nature and culture heritage in context and cultural heritage in conflict.

She Graduated from Alexandria University,  Faculty of Engineering, 
2000.
Dr. Kandil holds a Diploma in Urban Design from the AASTMT in 
Alexandria, 2003; and a Ph.D. in Urban Design from Cairo University, 
2011. She spent five years (2013 - 2018) as an Assistant Professor in 
the Imam Abd El Rahman Bin Faisal University, Dammam, KSA, 
where she received a certificate of teaching excellency. Prior to that, 
Dr. Kandil spent thirteen years teaching at the AASTMT, Alexandria, 
Egypt (2000 - 2013).
Dr. Kandil is a Professional Architect licensed with the Society of 
Egyptian Architects; and a Professional Engineer licensed with the 
Egyptian Engineers Syndicate.

Dr. Ahmed El-Dorghamy is an Energy and Environment Expert in the 
Center for Environment & Development in the Arab Region & Europe 
(CEDARE), with over 15 years of international professional experi-
ence in his field. He obtained his PhD from Humboldt University in 
Berlin in the topic of sustainable mobility in disadvantaged communi-
ties. He previously completed MSc in Energy Technology, and MSc in 
Environmental Engineering and Sustainable Infrastructure, both 
from the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm, Sweden, 
and is today leading several studies to support policy makers in 
planning for electric mobility, cleaner fuels and vehicles, cycling and 
other non-motorized transport, air pollution control, among other 
topics of sustainable cities and promoting healthier lifestyles.

XSPEAKERS OF
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DR. TAMER EL-SHAYAL

RESEARCH & LEARNING UNIT MANAGER

TAKWEEN

DR. TAMER EL-SERAFI

ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING PHD

CAIRO UNIVERSITY

PROF. DALILA EL-KERDANY 

PROF. OF ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN 

CAIRO UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Tamer ElSerafi got his Ph.D. in Architectural Engineering, from Faculty of 
Engineering at Cairo University. In the Ph.D., he was specialized in Sustaina-
ble Mobility Management in Historic Districts. Since he graduated in 2008, 
he worked as a Teaching Assistant at the Architecture Department at Cairo 
University. May 2017, he was promoted as an Assistant Professor. Moreover, 
He was commissioned as Program Coordinator3 for the Architectural 
Engineering and Technology Program at Cairo University. He was appoint-
ed as the Vice Head for the Quality Assurance Unit since 2018. He has several 
publications in heritage and urban conservation and rehabilitation and 
sustainable urban mobility. He has participated in several joint international 
workshops and joint research projects with different European and Arabic 
Universities. On the other hand, he is practicing in the architectural field for 
several years in different major national and international projects. He is the 
projects director of Mimar Engineering Consultancy.  

Dalila ElKerdany is a Professor of Architecture and Urban Design at 
the Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University; and the School of 
Science and Engineering, The American University in Cairo. She has 
supervised and is a jury member for numerous Master and Doctorate 
thesis in both universities. ElKerdany has acted as member in many 
national and international architecture competitions and awards 
juries. She is a practicing architect; and a Chairman of MIMAR 
Engineering Consultancy. In addition to her local education and 
practice in Egypt, she studied and practiced in California USA 
(1989-92), and Berlin Germany (1979-80). Since her graduation, she is 
involved in research, education, as well as practice in the fields of 
design, conservation, and heritage. 

Tamer Elshayal is a PhD candidate in urban studies at Harvard Univer-
sity. His research engages a spatial political economy approach to 
the study of regional urbanization, infrastructure mega-projects and 
international development. He is currently heading the research and 
learning unit at Takween Integrated Community Development 
(Egypt).
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ENG. AHMED ABDELGHANY

ASSISTANT LECTURER

ENV. URBAN PLANNING & DESIGN

DR. NABIL EL-HADY

PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE

CAIRO UNIVERSITY

MOHAMED KAMAL

MANAGING DIRECTOR AT GREENISH

& SOLID WASTE EXPERT

Dr. Nabil El-Hady is a professor of Architecture at Cairo University 
where he got his PhD in 1997.  His classes and studios are places for 
experimentation with ideas particularly those that can help us better 
understand our built environment and imagine a decent urban 
future.  In 2019, He founded the Virtual and Experimental Research 
Place (VERP), which is a body of interconnected research activities. 

I have a masters in public health engineering from the University of 
Leeds, and my area of expertise is solid waste management and 
plastic pollution mapping. I have been working on research related 
to waste and plastic pollution with Greenish over the past 4 years.

Eng. Ahmed is an Assistant lecturer at Faculty of urban and regional 
planning, Cairo university.  He has an MSc in environmental urban 
planning & design.

XSPEAKERS OF
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ARCH. MAGDY SABBAGH

ARCHITECT

SIGMA PROPERTIES

KAREEM IBRAHIM

CEO | CO-FOUNDER

TAKWEEN

DR. MOHAMED MEHAINA

GEO-SPATIAL CONSULTANT

& DEPUTY DIRECTOR AT THE BA

Kareem Ibrahim is one of the four founding partners and CEO of Takween 
Integrated Community Development, a Company now celebrating over 10 
years in business. Headquartered in Cairo, Egypt, Takween has grown and 
developed the reputation as “experts” in participatory urban design, upgrading 
and development; heritage conservation and management; and urban policy 
research. Currently, Takween has a staff of over 50 architects, urban planners, 
researchers, and
conservation experts. 
Kareem Ibrahim is an Egyptian architect and urban researcher who graduated 
from Cairo University in 1995. In 1997, he worked on UNDP’s Historic Cairo 
Rehabilitation Project. He then worked for Aga Khan Cultural Services-Egypt as 
the Built Environment Coordinator (1997-2010) of the Darb al�Ahmar Project, 
one of Cairo’s most ambitious urban revitalization programs. Between 2010 
and 2017, he worked as Senior Development Manager for Al-Futtaim Group 
Real Estate - one of Cairo's largest real estate development projects.

Mohamed Mehaina is an architect acquiring more than 20 years of academ-
ic knowledge and practical experiences related to GIS/RS applications in 
multi-disciplinary fields including regional/urban planning, heritage preser-
vation, public health, oil and gas, climate change, and cartography. Graduat-
ed in 2001 from Faculty of Engineering, Alexandria University, where he also 
got his Master’s degree in 2006, in the environmental planning field and in 
2016, he achieved his Ph.D. in the field of regional planning with special 
emphasis on using composite indices and advanced spatial planning. 
Through his career, Dr. Mehaina participated in extensive national and 
international strategic development projects related to governmental 
authorities and international entities like the UNDP, UNESCO and the 
UNHES. Moreover, his publications vary from books, articles, atlases, city 
guides and official national reports. Currently working as, the Deputy 
Director of the Alexandria and Mediterranean Research Center at Bibliothe-
ca Alexandrina. In addition, he is the former Executive Secretary for the 
Heritage Preservation Committee in Alexandria.

Architect at Sigma properties since 2015 and researcher in the field 
of "Economics of architectural heritage development". He is current-
ly responsible of multiple adaptive- reuse projects in heritage build-
ings owned by Sigma properties. Moreover, based on hands-on 
development experience, Magdy has earned a master’s degree in 
2020 and published several papers related to this field. He has also 
graduated from the Arab Academy with a BA in Architectural 
Engineering in 2013 and was awarded the "RIBA II" architecture certif-
icate. His belief in the importance of public awareness towards 
heritage leads him to participate in events such as "Alexandria Herit-
age days", "Le Mois de l'architecture" and different workshops at the 
Swedish institute of Alexandria. Magdy has previously trained at 
AlexMed center in Bibliotheca Alexandria in 2012 and in Breton & 
Cussot architect's office in France in 2010.

XSPEAKERS OF
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Lunch

Coffee Break

09:00 - 09:30 1 Introduction to the Workshop Objectives Waleed Mansour
Mohamed Gohar

09:30 - 10:15 2

The Role of Art in Cities and Public Spaces Chaymaa Ramzy
Art Manager/Executive 
Director - SHELTER Art Space

10:15 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

12:15 - 01:15

3

Reading the urban fabric of Alexandria: A brief 
history of urban mobility & transportation in the city

Prof. Maye Yehia
Associate Prof. in Arch.
AASTMT

Arch. Mostafa Abul-Ela
Architect - AASTMT

01:15 - 02:00

02:00 - 03:00

5

6

The potential for Minibus Electrification in 3 
African Cities: Cairo, Nairobi, and Cape Town

Abdel Rahman Hegazy
Transport for Cairo

SUNDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER
DAY 00
WELCOMING DAY

MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
DAY 01
HOW TO READ THE CITY “THE URBAN  FABRIC AND THE SOCIETY”

Time Session Theme Speaker

06:00 - 06:30 Opening Registration and Introducing the Urban camp

11:30 - 12:15 4 The Good Life - Why Cities should provide it to you?

Workshop on shed of the learning outcomes: How can we analyze the City?

06:30 - 07:30 Public 
Lecture

Introduction to Deep Ecology Prof. Peter Erlenwein
Sociopsychologist
& Transpersonal Therapist

09:00 - 10:30 Dinner

Time Session Theme Speaker



Lunch

Coffee Break

09:00 - 09:45 1 Urban and transportation regeneration for 
Reducing Automobile Dependency in MENA

Prof. Yasmin Kandil
Erasmus+

09:45 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

12:45 - 01:45

2 Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan (SUMP) Abdel Rahman Hegazy
Transport for Cairo

Prof. Yasmin Kandil
Erasmus+ & Transport for Cairo

Abdelrahman El-Melegy
Transport for Cairo

02:30 - 03:30

03:30 - 04:00

6

7

Low carbon transport, and electric mobility
(Workshop)

Dr. Ahmed El-Dorghamy
CEDARE

11:00 - 12:00 3 Towards Sustainable Urban Mobility workshop

Farida Waheed 
Nottingham University

12:00 - 12:45 4 Mobility in the age of AR/VR 

01:45 - 02:30 5 Data Science for Mobility and Transportation 

Day Two Wrap-Up

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
DAY 02
TRANSPORTATION, URBAN MOBILITY, & DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

Time Session Theme Speaker

Lunch

Coffee Break

09:00 - 10:00 1 Heritage Conservation as a Benchmark for 
Sustainable Urbanism

Prof. Dalila El-Kerdany
Prof. of Architecture & Urban 
Design - Cairo University

10:00 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:15

12:00 - 01:00

2 Climate Resilience in the Urban Context Dr. Tamer El Shayal
Takween

Mohamed Kamal
Greenish

Dr. Nabil El Hady
Cairo University

02:00 - 02:45 5 Designing Ecological Spaces and livable 
environment in cities – Workshop / Assessment

Ahmed AbdelGhany
Cairo University
Urban Planning institute 

11:15 - 12:00 3 Integrating sustainable Waste Management in cities

01:00 - 02:00 4 Intervening in our Cities?
Urban Sustainability & Conservation of the City 

WEDNESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
DAY 03
URBAN SUSTAINABILITY AND CONSERVATION OF THE CITY CENTER

Time Session Theme Speaker



Lunch01:00 - 02:00

Lunch

09:00 - 09:45 1 Dr. Nabil El Hady
Cairo University

Kareem Ibrahim
Co-Founder/CEO Takween

09:45 - 10:30

01:15 - 02:15

2

11:15 - 01:15 4

10:30 - 11:15 3

City Walks - Case Studies

Green Public Spaces for Climate Mitigation 

Searching for a decent future for our cities?

02:15 - 03:00

03:00 - 04:00

5

6

Adaptive Re-Use of Heritage Buildings Magdy Sabbagh
SIGMA Properties

Working groups and observations on public spaces

THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
DAY 04
ENVIRONMENTAL CITY DESIGN

Time Session Theme Speaker

Dr. Mohamed Mehaina
Deputy Director at the BA

The Role of Cultural Institutions - Alex Med 

09:00 - 01:00 1

02:00 - 04:00 2

Working Group A 

(Technical & Technological)

Working Group B 

(Philosophical & Critical Thinking)

Designing a Concept and a set of 
Tools for Making Urban Transport 
More Sustainable:
Based on economical, technological, 
environmental, engineering solutions 

Designing a Concept for a more 
pedestrian/environment friendly 
city based on: socio-cultural 
aspects, urban planning theories, 
heritage and architecture in order 
to improve the city’s performance

Presentation and Discussions 

Time Session Theme

FRIDAY 1ST OCTOBER
DAY 05
BUILDING RECOMMENDATIONS & PRESENTATIONS (CASE STUDY OF ALEXANDRIA)



Amany R. Arisha is an Egyptian female architect and an urban researcher, who 
holds a B.Sc. in Architectural Engineering and Environmental Design from Arab 
Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transport. Currently, she is a 
teaching assistant and a M.Sc. candidate in the same institution. Her research 
interests revolve around urban psychology and contested urbanism, focusing 
on the impact of socio-spatial transformations and place-temporality on 
individuals’ mental health and psychosocial well-being. In this context, her 
thesis is entitled “The Quest for Restorative Streets in Urbanized Cities: Reflec-
tions on Theory and Methods of Restorative Environments Research”. She is 
also interested in the potential of space syntax as a pragmatic approach for 
understanding the complexity of social practices in urban environments. Her 
recent work focuses on how to boost health and well-being through 
small-scale and fine-grained interventions.

Mr. Ahmed A.Mustafa, has more than 9 years of experience in the 
Environmental field. He has a B.Sc. in Zoology Specification from 
Al-Azhar University and a M.Sc. in Marine Ecology & Biology, from 
Port Said University. His expertise in-Clouds Fishery Statistics, Fisher-
ies management, Costal Survey and Marine management. 
Mr. Ahmed A.Mustafa, has acquired his field experience, Marine 
Environmental Assessments and Environmental auditing expertise 
during his presence, as an environmental researcher, in Red Sea 
protected area Red sea Division at the Egyptian Environmental 
Affairs Agency (EEAA) and Environmental Impact Assessment of 
Projects.

Amr holds a bachelor of science in urban planning and post-graduate studies in 
urban design and communities development in addition to professional 
studies from national training academy (NTA) in the fields of politics, economy 
and management, currently he`s working as an urban planner at one of 
multidisciplinary engineering consulting firms based in Cairo and as an urban 
expert with haya karima foundation (one of the national development 
initiatives in Egypt). Through his practice, mr.essam is responsible for designs 
and studies of urban planning projects in varies stages with a focus on regional 
and international large-scale master planned communities. Amr participated 
as designer and principal coordinator with the initiative of humanizing cities in 
Saudi Arabia, which seeks to achieve sustainability and Livability in the public 
open spaces. He also worked with the quality of life code committee to set and 
develop a code for the Quality of Life in Egypt with a focus on the Sector of 
urban quality of life through integrated urban development codes and regula-
tions. Heritage, sustainable urban mobility, development codes and regula-
tions are the main issues of Amr̀ s interests, which seeks to test and adapt 
them through his practice in architecture and urbanism.

AHMED ALI 

AMR ESSAM

AMANY ARISHA

XPARTICIPANTS OF
THE URBAN LAB CAMP



AYA SAMY

JOSEPH MILAD

FATIMA ALZAHRAA 

MOHAMED

Agri- consultant, a Ph.D. holder with an academic research back-
ground in the field of postharvest and roof-top farming, and a 
trainer. I work as a visitor lecture at Cairo university and agricultural 
technical consultant for the GIZ.

Aya Ahmed Samy, a graduate from Faculty of engineering, Cairo 
University, Architecture department, who works as a practitioner 
architect at Alchemy Design Studio in Cairo. I am very interested in 
topics related to sustainable development, active mobility, urban 
regeneration and heritage preservation. I joined various local and 
international workshops and academic events related to urban 
sustainability aiming at creating solutions that tackles sustainable 
development and resource efficiency in our cities. I am also passion-
ate about architecture and urban photography.

Joseph Milad Namar received his B.Sc in Landscape Architecture in 
2016 from Ain Shams University at which he then obtained his M.Sc 
as well in 2021 on the topic "Accommodating Users' Changing Needs 
in Cairo Public Realm". He currently holds the position of a teaching 
assistant at the department of Urban Design and Planning, Ain 
Shams University. He is also Co-Founder of a design and visualiza-
tion office MJD+Partners as he is passionate to design as much as 
the academic life. He had the chance to be a member of the first 
place winning team for the competition of the design of the new 
administrative capital squares. He is also currently a member of the 
Fabrication laboratory team in the faculty of engineering of Ain 
Shams University.
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MOHAMED SAMY

MOHAMED HUSSEIN

MARWAN SAMY

I'm Mohamed Hussein kamal, I am a mechatronics engineer, I have 
been always interested about environmental and recycling topics 
since I was young, recently I started using my knowledge as an 
engineer to do action to help the environment. Such as using clean 
technology, reducing, reusing plastic and using public transporta-
tion or bikes in my home town to move from place to another. 

Business Development and Content coordinator at Greenish with a 
drive for building local capacities in the applications of sustainable 
development and circular business models | M.Sc. Energy Engineer-
ing focused on designing Social Business Models for Energy applica-
tions.

I’ve got my B.Sc. degree at Faculty of Engineering, Ain Shams Univer-
sity,  Civil Engineering Department(2009).
I am Go Bike Founder, When I was visiting an European country, I 
noticed the usage of bicycles as a basic mean of transportation and 
here came the idea of Go Bike and transferring cycling culture in 
European countries to Egypt.
I also worked as a project manager for Sekketak khadra Project with 
a main objective to improve cycling services in the city through the 
provision of bike racks and also work to understand the needs of 
cycling for future planning and activities.
I am  the author of “ Sekketak Khadra” Book 
A book whose main goal is to spread and support the cycling culture 
in Egypt.
Having a passion for cycling, I have always imagined Cairo’s streets 
overloaded with cyclists instead of cars and wondered how a pedes-
trian friendly environment would change the dynamics of our city.
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NOURHAN ASHRAF

SALLY EL-FISHAWY

MONA RAMADAN

Nourhan is a lecturer assistant in the architecture department of Ain 
Shams university where she also earned her bachelor degree in 
landscape in 2016.  Nourhan recently has had a master degree on the 
topic “Integrating urban farming into urban transect of Greater Cairo 
Region”.
Besides  being in the academic sector, Nourhan is a freelancing archi-
tect who is keen to participate in design projects with different 
scopes and impact.
This diversity pushes her to know more in architecture, urban design 
and landscape sectors. Hence, Nourhan tends to join different work-
shops and conferences to exchange knowlge within innovative 
communities.

Mona Ramadan is a 23 from Damietta. She is a recent graduate in 
Business Administration with 4 years of experience working with 
civil society organizations. Mona works as a coordinator at Enroot 
Development Consultancy and she specializes in the training and 
coordination process and is responsible for educating people on 
some SDGs issues like Quality Education, gender equality, Responsi-
ble consumption, Climate action, Peace & justice, including 
follow-up, evaluation, and report writing. She has a great interest in 
Egyptian-German cooperation, so she had the opportunity to attend 
several programs with Goethe Institut and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
and by February she had become a gender equity trainer with 
Goethe that all give her a great passion to continue learning German 
to know more information about German culture and its similarities 
with Egypt. Mona is seeking a growing environment where she is 
learning and applying new methods to benefit society.

Sally Elfishawy comes from Cairo, Egypt, and has graduated with Bachelors of arts in political 

science from AUC and Laws degree from Cairo University. She is currently working as a Public Policy 

Analyst at Moharram & Partners. Previously, she was an international Cooperation Officer at the 

Ministry of Local Development & a researcher at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. And before that, she 

was selected as the first Egyptian female to intern at the Political Section-Press and Information at 

the Delegation of the European Union to Egypt. She has also engaged with work at governmental 

entities such as the Ministry of Social Solidarity and the National Council for Women. As a self taught 

photographer, she is always keen on experimenting with the process of connecting the mediums 

of arts and politics. In 2016, she founded and led the photography section at AUC Times magazine, 

the most politically engaged magazine at the American University in Cairo, and Egypt’s largest 

student magazine, to politically engage the society with the community of AUC by visual means In 

2017, she was selected to be a delegate representative at the UN premises in New York, discussing 

the topic of fashion, sustainability, and recycling. Additionally, her photography work has been 

displayed at various national and international platforms & exhibitions including Egypt, New York 

and Finland . Collectively, these experiences and beyond have taught her that all subjects are 

interconnected. In order to excel and create change, it is of immense importance to cooperate and 

exchange ideas with experts in other fields. Finally, Sally likes to describe herself as an artist and a 

community changer at heart.
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